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Oral Mucosal Conditions in Patients Receiving Immune Checkpoint Inhibitors: A Case Series

Chie ASANO'2, Takao UENOY, Wakako YATSUOKAY , Kotaro SENA23,
Risa ISHIKO®, Naoko TANDA?2¥ and Takeyoshi KOSEKI?

DDentistry, National Cancer Center Hospital
2Department of Community Social Dentistry,
Division of Preventive Dentistry,
Tohoku University Graduate School of Dentistry
Department of Oral Supportive Care and Management, Tohoku University Hospital

Abstract: An observational study was conducted to investigate symptoms of oral immune-related
adverse events (irAEs) in nine patients receiving immune checkpoint inhibitors (ICI) alone or in combi-
nation with other drugs. The most common oral symptom after ICI administration was the lichenoid
reaction, with the buccal mucosa as the most common site of onset. Severities of oral mucositis (OM), oral
pain, and dry mouth were greater in patients receiving both ICI and other drugs compared with those
receiving ICI alone. Numbers of days from the first to final ICI administration until the onset of OM were
examined; however, no significant differences were observed between the two groups. The number of
ICI administrations and doses before symptom onset also showed no significant differences between the
two groups. Local steroids (ointments and gargles) were effective in treating oral mucositis, suggesting
the potential benefit of topical steroid therapy.
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